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Diocese of Fall River

More than 100,000 people are touched by  
the agencies and apostolates funded by the  
Annual Catholic Appeal 

Nearly 50,000 individuals are assisted annually  
by Catholic Social Services

15 seminarians from the Diocese of Fall River  
are currently at different stages of formation  
on their journey to the priesthood

120 Active and Retired Diocesan Priests 

179 Diocesan Religious including 57 Religious Priests, 
11 Religious Brothers, and 111 Religious Sisters 

More than 15,000 sick and homebound receive 
spiritual comfort from the Weekly TV Mass

Nearly 60,000 hospital chaplain visits to patients  
and families each year 

More than 2,200 Catholic high school students  
are given the opportunity to take part in programs 
offered annually through the Diocesan Pro-Life 
Apostolate Office 

Nearly 19,000 youth in grades K-10 participate  
in parish Faith Formation classes and programs 
offered by the Office of Faith Formation

Diocese of Fall River
At a Glance

2020 Catholic Appeal Goal: 
$4.3 Million
The Catholic Appeal supports a number of agencies, ministries 
and apostolates: 

To see a 2019 Catholic Appeal Statement of Revenue and 
Expenditures, please visit  
catholicfoundationsema.org/2019-revenue-and-expenditures

Parish and Collaborative Incentives: This year, 50¢ of every dollar 
raised over a parish’s or collaborative’s fundraising goal will be 
returned to the parishes for their use.

• Catholic Social Services

• Cathedral Day Camp

•  Healthcare Ministry  
to the Sick 

• Campus Ministry

• Faith Formation

•  Community Action for  
Better Housing

• Office for Religious

• Office of Family Ministry

• Permanent Diaconate

• St. Vincent’s Services

• Catholic Youth Organization

• Catholic Schools Support

•  Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) Office

• Spanish Apostolate

• St. Mary’s Cathedral Support

•  Vocations Office and Support  
of Seminarians

• Weekly TV Mass 

• Pro-Life Apostolate



MAKE YOUR GIFT OR PLEDGE TODAY!
BY MAIL: The Catholic Appeal, 450 Highland Avenue, Fall River, MA 02720  •  ONLINE: givefrdiocese.org/2020  •  CALL US: 508-675-1311

The 79th Annual Catholic Appeal  
(formerly called the Catholic Charities Appeal) runs from June 1 through July 31. 
The Appeal’s name was updated to be inclusive of the full scope of all agencies, 
programs, and ministries it supports, providing food and shelter, educating children 
and adults, and meeting the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of thousands 
of individuals and families in our diocese. Your support sustains all of this vital work.  

Since 1942, the Appeal has helped people in all phases of life throughout our Diocese, 
which spans from Mansfield, Easton and the Attleboro’s, through the Taunton, Fall 
River and New Bedford areas, and extends all the way to Cape Cod and the Islands. 

Feed the hungry. Shelter the homeless. Visit the sick. Comfort the sorrowful. When 
you make a gift or pledge to the Catholic Appeal, you uphold the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy and can “see all the people” whose lives you are helping 
to transform. 
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“Whenever we do something together, something good, something beautiful,  
everyone changes —all of us change in some way —and this does us good.” -Pope Francis

This year’s Catholic Appeal, “See All the People,” reminds us that 
the Church lives all around us. The corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy are more urgently needed than ever before as we struggle to 
help the vulnerable in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. Across 
the Diocese of Fall River, the many programs, ministries, and 
services supported each year by the Catholic Appeal help rebuild 
the lives of countless individuals and families and create paths for 
new beginnings. Your support has never been more important in 
the Appeal’s 79-year history than it is right now.

Sacred Scripture reveals for us numerous accounts of Jesus’ 
special concern for the sick, the needy, the discouraged, and the 
disenfranchised. In St. Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus instructs us that 
as Christians, we have an obligation to help all who turn to us, 

when He says, “Whatever you did for one of these, the 
least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me”  

(Matthew 25:40).

Each year at this time, I ask for your support of
 the Catholic Appeal. Your contribution of any size  
can bring the promise of life-changing hope to  
those who are most in need of our support.

With deep gratitude for the past generosity 
of parishioners, businesses, and friends 

throughout our community, I come to 
you again to ask for your support. 
Together, we can make a tremendous 
difference for our neighbors in need.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

My dear friends in Christ,

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha,  
S.D.V., D.D. 
Bishop of Fall River

“ One aspect of the priesthood I’m looking 
forward to most is working with youth, the 
future of the church. My goal as a priest would 
be to listen to them and to help lead them to 
a genuine relationship with Christ and to help 
them notice and appreciate the Lord working 
in their own lives. And, hopefully, to prepare 
and equip them for a life of service. A life of 
faith. And a life of joy.” 

-  John Garabedian, Immaculate Conception 
Seminary, Ordination Class of 2023

“ My life has not been easy. But because of Sr. 
Rose’s House, I know I have a chance to make 
it. From the soup kitchen to case management, 
everyone genuinely cares. Every day I pray to 
be able to do the next right thing. This place 
gives me that shot of hope.”

-  Jesse Motta 
Guest of Sr. Rose’s House, New Bedford

“ St. Clare’s isn’t just a home; it is a family. 
I knew immediately it was the right place 
for me to become well again in spirit, mind, 
and body. I had to lose everything to gain 
myself back, and St. Clare’s allowed me to 
do that.”

-  Julie Stockless  
Resident of St. Clare’s, Hyannis

“ For those who have donated to the Catholic 
Appeal, I thank you so much for allowing 
me as a Franciscan to live out my destiny 
as a deacon and a chaplain. In working and 
helping people in their most difficult time, 
in their pain and their suffering. Without 
you, I would not be here. Thank you.” 

-  Deacon Tony Cipriano, Chaplain,  
Morton Hospital, Taunton


