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UPCOMING EVENTS

As we look ahead, we have much for which to be grateful, beginning a new year in faith and 
service to the Diocese of Fall River and its many life-changing ministries. We are thankful for 
you, our donors, who continue to make our work possible by supporting our parishes, social 
services, seminarians, and schools as well as our evangelization, pastoral care to the sick, 
respect life and family ministries, youth programs—and more. We are grateful to our pastors 
and other religious and our lay staff, as well as advisory and board members across our diocese 
for their service and dedication.

The Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts (CFSEMA) was founded in 2018 to be 
of service: “To invite great generosity, safeguard all gifts entrusted to our care and enable our 
parishes, schools and ministries to advance the mission of our Church, throughout the Diocese 
of Fall River.” Since then, the Foundation has helped to raise nearly $35 million in support of the 

diocese and its ministries. We are both grateful and proud to share with you some of what has been accomplished this past year. From 
the Catholic Appeal to the Anima Christi Legacy Society, from the Catholic schools to the Lumen Christi Cathedral Gala, and from the 
Secretariat of the New Evangelization to Catholic Charities, thanks to the generosity of so many we have strengthened so much. 

Grounded in faith and propelled by God’s love to help one another and to strengthen our Church today and tomorrow, we invite you to 
reflect upon the good work we have done together and to join us on our journey forward this year. 

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D. 
Bishop of Fall River

Miriam Finn Sherman
Chief Executive Officer 
The Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts  

Dear Dear ffriends,riends,

The first stones of our Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption in Fall River were laid almost 120 
years ago in 1904. St. Mary’s is the Mother Church of our diocese. The Cathedral is the seat of 
our Bishop, the spiritual home for our diocesan liturgies, and so much has been celebrated and 
memorialized within the Cathedral’s walls. Keeping up with the care of this grand structure 
requires ongoing maintenance and resources. Given the Cathedral’s age, many repair and 
renovation projects are critical – including work needed on the roof, the bell tower, and the 
stained-glass windows. 

Last year, more than 200 guests were part of the inaugural Lumen Christi Cathedral Gala which 
raised over $225,000 in support to help us shine the light on our beloved Cathedral for years 
to come! This annual event is an opportunity for parishioners throughout the diocese to come 
together to help ensure a bright future for our Cathedral. Visit www.catholicfoundationsema.
org/cathedral-gala to learn more about the Cathedral’s rich history and how you can help.

Thanks to an anonymous donor, a new Media Studio is 
helping the diocese to join in the National Eucharistic 
Revival, meant to both form Catholics in the Church’s 
teachings and equip them with the skill sets to evangelize 
others on the Eucharist. The Studio’s work includes the 
creation of three asynchronous courses for the formation 

of leaders and laity for the National Eucharistic Revival. 
Moving forward, the Media Studio’s resources will 
continue to produce original content for formation 
and evangelization efforts—critically important to the 
diocese’s efforts to growing and sustaining Catholics in 
Southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the Islands. 

If you could make just one gift that would continue to benefit 
your parish or a specific ministry each year for many years to 
come – would you do it?

When you endow your gift, you are instructing that your 
donation be invested on your behalf, to generate earnings from 
your donation this year and for every year to come – benefitting 
your parish or selected ministry forever! Permanently-endowed 
donations are wisely invested for maximum total return. That 
growth translates to improved financial sustainability for our 
Catholic parishes and ministries in the Diocese of Fall River. 

The Dawley Seminarian Endowed Fund at the Catholic 
Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts is a wonderful 
example. Prior to his passing in 2022, the late Mr. Jack Dawley 
established this special fund to assist with the costs of 

seminarian education. The fund is permanently restricted and 
will remain in perpetuity to ensure that Mr. Dawley’s legacy and 
commitment to supporting and educating seminarians in the 
Diocese of Fall River continues for generations to come. 

To learn more about making a gift today to establish an 
endowment with the Catholic Foundation of Southeastern 
Massachusetts, please email Mim Sherman at msherman@
catholicfoundationsema.org. 

TAX EFFICIENT WAYS TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT! 
Stock donations can be more beneficial than donating 
cash, due to the tax advantages that may be associated with 
transferring appreciated stocks to a charitable organization 
such as the Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts. 
Your stock donation can benefit your parish, school, the 
Catholic Appeal or other ministry in the Diocese of Fall River. 
To learn more, visit: www.catholicfoundationsema.org/gifts-
of-stock. 

If you are 70½ years old or older, you can take advantage of 
donations through your IRA to benefit the Catholic community 
in the Diocese of Fall River through the Catholic Foundation 
of Southeastern Massachusetts, and receive tax benefits in  
return. To learn more, visit: www.catholicfoundationsema.
org/charitable-ira.

The Catholic Foundation Board of Directors 
Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D. 

Co-Chairs
Patrick Carney
Nicholas M. Christ

Members
George Agostini
Rev. Marcel Bouchard
Joseph Ciffolillo, Honorary Member
Richard Lafrance
Chris and Bob Long
Maryellen Sullivan Hughes

Chief Executive Officer
Miriam Finn Sherman

The Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts Team
Miriam “Mim” Finn Sherman, CEO: msherman@catholicfoundationsema.org

Christina Duggan, Vice President of Operations: cduggan@catholicfoundationsema.org

Shawna Erickson Florio, Director of Major Gifts and Grants: serickson@catholicfoundationsema.org

Rebecca Hancock, Director of Annual Giving and Stewardship: rhancock@catholicfoundationsema.org

Noelle Preston, Executive Assistant: npreston@catholicfoundationsema.org

Jane Robin, Development Associate: jrobin@catholicfoundationsema.org

James Russell, Senior Director of Philanthropy: jrussell@catholicfoundationsema.org

MAIN PHONE NUMBER: 508-675-1311

CATHOLIC CHARITIES: ANCHORING HOPE THROUGH SERVICE

THE SECRETARIAT FOR THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

For 40,000 individuals last year, Catholic Charities of  
the Diocese of Fall River (formerly Catholic Social Services) 
was an anchor of service, hope and faith thanks to  
donors whose generosity supported basic and emergency 
services. Gifts from individuals, major donors, corporations, 
foundations, and parishes helped to sustain initiatives 
critical to serving the poor, the working poor, and others 
in need of assistance across the diocese. 

Yawkey Foundation, the Robert F. Stoico/FIRSTFED 
Foundation, the Mabel Louise Riley Foundation, and 
District Attorney Thomas Quinn were among those 
donors responding to the call to help nourish New Bedford 
through the work of the Solanus Casey Food Pantry and 
the Sister Rose Meal Center. 

The George and Marie Chabot Foundation, a supporter 
not only of the Catholic Appeal, but also of an instructional 
technology project at St. Clare’s House on Cape Cod for 
formerly incarcerated women, issued a $120,000 challenge 
grant to support St. Joseph’s House Shelter in Hyannis. 
Funds, including from the Arethusa Charitable Fund of 
The Cape Cod Foundation, will help to strengthen St. 
Joseph’s House services, improving the program’s staffing, 
equipment, and furnishings; as well as supporting the 
program’s operations.

Catholic Charities’ ministries are a living testament for all 
that “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure” (Hebrews 6:19).

THE ANIMA CHRISTI SOCIETY 

THE LUMEN CHRISTI GALA: HELPING SUSTAIN OUR BELOVED CATHEDRAL 

ENDOW TODAY FOR THE FUTURE

Meaning “Soul of Christ,” the Anima Christi Society was established to honor individuals and families 
who have made a planned gift in their will or estate plan to the Catholic Foundation, for any of its 
funds, a parish, a Catholic school, a Catholic organization, or the Diocese of Fall River.

Planned gifts play a vital role in the Foundation’s ability to increase its support of the people within 
the Diocese of Fall River for years to come. The Catholic Foundation serves as a resource for anyone 
interested in learning more about making a planned gift. We hope that you will consider becoming a 
member of this special circle of friends whose faith, devotion, and service to the Diocese of Fall River 
and its life-changing ministries will be part of their lasting legacy.

There are many ways to make a planned gift! Please contact us so that we can assist you through every step of the process.  
To learn more, visit: www.catholicfoundationsema.org/anima-christi-legacy-society

Contributions to the Secretariat for the New Evangelization 
have supported significant initiatives drawing hundreds 
of the faithful to gather for formation, networking, 
prayer, Mass, Eucharistic Procession, Adoration, Rosary, 
Confession and Veneration. 

Thanks to the generosity of Jeffrey Cappo, President 
of Victory Automotive Group, the Diocese’s National 
Eucharistic Revival, Catholic Youth Day, and Parish Leader 
Convocation events were made possible. They featured 
diocesan and nationally known speakers as well as food, 
fun and fellowship.

Visit the Catholic 
Foundation website!



DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER  
BY THE NUMBERS*

Diocesan Priests  
(Active and Retired) 115

Religious Priests 65

Religious Sisters 85

Permanent Deacons 76

Number of Parishes 70

Homes for the Aged 5  
(Total population  
assisted: 962)

Special Centers for  
Social Services 16 
(Total population  
assisted: 35,325)

Seminarians 11

Elementary Schools 15

High Schools 4

Total Students Under  
Catholic Instruction 19,248

Total Baptisms (Infants,  
Minors, and Adults) 1,789

First Communions 1,708

Confirmations 1,933

Total Marriages 510

Deaths 3,055

Total Number  
of Catholics 260,498  
(30.4% of the region’s  
total population)

* Source:  
The Official Catholic Directory 2022,  
Published by  P.J. Kenedy & Sons

The 81st Annual Catholic Appeal of the Diocese of Fall River, 
“Journeying Together in Faith and Love,” raised $4.3 million 
to uphold the vitally important agencies and ministries of the 
diocese. More than 16,000 individual donors came together to 
provide these critically important funds. 

Our contributions to the Appeal support those living with 
disabilities, shelter the homeless, bring comfort to the 
hospitalized and homebound, feed the hungry, promote our 
Brazilian and Hispanic ministries, assist our lay leaders, enrich 
marriages, champion life, and so much more. At the heart of 
all of this work is the mission to deliver the strength, hope, 
guidance, and peace of the Lord, and a nourishing, deepened 
relationship with Him. 

When a parish reaches its Catholic Appeal goal, 50% of all gifts 
received over the goal are returned for local parish ministry. 
Last year, 27 parishes in our diocese received incentive rewards. 
Santo Christo in Fall River exceeded its 2022 goal and applied its 

incentive reward to the parish’s continuing Church Restoration 
Fund (progress taking place at Santo Christo is shown here). 
Not only do your gifts to the Catholic Appeal help our shared 
diocesan ministries and programs, but you also can benefit 
your parish directly. 

2022 Catholic Appeal Statement of Revenues and Expenditures

Total 2022 Catholic Appeal Raised $4,300,000

Support from the Catholic Appeal has been given in the following ways: 

Social Services & Child Care 

Catholic Social Services $1,250,000
St. Vincent’s Services $50,000 
Catholic Youth Organization $50,000 

                                                                   Subtotal $1,350,000

Apostolate to the Sick 

Healthcare Ministry to the Sick/Hospital Chaplaincy $625,000
Nursing Homes Pastoral Support $125,000

                                                                   Subtotal $750,000

Catholic Schools Support  $1,150,000

Support to Pastoral Ministries 

Community Action for Better Housing $50,000
Office for Religious $40,000
Permanent Diaconate $25,000
Spanish Apostolate $75,000
St. Mary’s Cathedral Support $120,000
Vocations Office and Support of Seminarians $375,000
Communications (includes support for the 
weekly TV Mass and The Anchor) $225,000
Secretariat for the New Evangelization 
(includes Faith Formation, Family Ministry, RCIA, 
Pro-Life Apostolate, and Campus Ministry) $500,000
Support for Parishes Exceeding Catholic Appeal Fundraising Goals $75,000

                                                                   Subtotal $1,485,000

Fundraising Costs $300,000

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS MADE OR ALLOCATED* $5,035,000

SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES: GRAND ANNUAL 
APPEALS AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGNS
In 2022, the Catholic Foundation provided full-service Grand Annual Appeal support 
to 11 parishes throughout our diocese, spanning from Cape Cod to North Easton and 
all points in between. These appeals raised a combined total of $530,000 for direct 
support to sustain the daily operations and sacred missions of these parishes. 

CFSEMA’s partnership with the Diocese of Fall River’s Catholic 
schools is wide and has invited great generosity aimed at 
investing in the people and programs that support high-
quality, faith-infused educational environments. Highlights  
include Bishop Stang High School’s $2.1 million GAME ON 
Campaign to renovate its Hugh Carney Stadium. The project’s 
hallmark was installing artificial turf supporting practice and 
play for hundreds of student athletes annually, and allowing 
for more school events and community-wide use. 

Donors in the Champions Circle—BayCoast Bank Charitable 
Foundation, Carney Family Charitable Foundation, and  
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ferreira—and more than 250 other 
individuals, corporations, and foundations have left a 
legacy for current and future Spartans and the wider 
community. CFSEMA has also served as a resource for stock 
gifts to Bishop Feehan High School’s $13 million Daring to 
Believe campaign.

At the elementary school level, The Flatley Foundation’s  
transformative award to “Empowering Tomorrow”— a 
multiyear initiative to strengthen further teaching and 
learning in grades K-8 — is providing diocesan-wide 
support. This award advances Bishop da Cunha’s call 
to “deliver on the promise of high quality 21st century 
education while remaining focused on the teachings of 
Jesus Christ in an ever more secular world” by investing in 
the schools’ leadership, structure, resources, and expertise. 

Together with the work that The Flatley Foundation has 
supported in mathematics and personalized learning, this 
comprehensive effort will result in a strengthened and 
more vibrant system of schools in which all children thrive 
and grow to meet their God-given potential. 

The Diocese of Fall River’s Catholic schools merge academic 
rigor with the moral foundation critical for personal growth 
and success. Challenging students to become the best 
versions of themselves is central to each school’s mission. 
Though over the decades technology and research have 
advanced instruction and altered the subjects taught, 
preparing students to live fulfilled lives connected to 
community remains at the core of Catholic education in the 
Diocese of Fall River.

Since the opening of the first school it has been the desire 
of the diocese to make our Catholic schools accessible to all 
families who wish to provide a Catholic education for their 
children. In 1991, the Diocese of Fall River established the 
St. Mary’s Education Fund. In 2015, the St. Mary’s Education 
Fund changed its name to the Foundation to Advance 
Catholic Education (FACE) which is now managed by  
the Catholic Foundation. 

FACE continues to strive to meet the challenges of serving 
our diverse populations, while addressing the increase in the 
demand for financial assistance for families wishing to send 
their children to the Catholic schools in the Diocese of Fall 
River. Currently 19 elementary schools grades K – 12 enroll 
more than 5,400 children. More than $1.2 million in tuition aid 
was awarded to over 1,000 students in the 2022-2023 school 
year alone, and over $20 million has been awarded since 1991.

In addition to securing major gifts and grants from 
loyal supporters such as the Carney Family Charitable 
Foundation, BayCoast Bank, Rockland Trust Bank & 
Charitable Foundation, and the Thomas A. Rodgers Jr. 
Family Foundation (to name a few) as well as being the 
recipient of bequests, four annual initiatives continue to 
provide important support for FACE. The Summer Gala,  
The Fall Scholarship Dinner, the Falmouth Road Race Numbers 
for Non-Profits, and a special second collection cumulatively 
raised more than $600,000. 

FACE supports children across the diocese — From New 
Bedford to South Yarmouth, Attleboro to Acushnet, Fall River 
to Mansfield, Hyannis to North Dartmouth, and Fairhaven 
to North Attleboro. Students in the Catholic Schools of the 
Diocese of Fall River are challenged to achieve their highest 
potential, and are called to grow in faith and academic 
excellence as our future changemakers and global citizens. 
Visit www.FACE-dfr.org to learn more.

* Other sources of revenue for the Diocese of Fall River must cover the difference 
between the Catholic Appeal dollars raised and total disbursements made or 
allocated ($735,000 in fiscal year 2023). 

  These are projected disbursements to be made over the course of the fiscal year 
  which runs from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023.

TEAM PHILANTHROPY SUPPORTS OUR SCHOOLS FOUNDATION TO ADVANCE CATHOLIC EDUCATION

The 2022 FACE Fall Dinner’s Guest 
Speaker was New England Patriots 
3X Super Bowl champion and 
team captain Devin McCourty 
(pictured here with students and 
Bishop da Cunha). Devin spoke 
about his faith and the role that 
Catholic education played in his 
life at White’s of Westport, where 
more than 400 people gathered in 
celebration of Catholic education.

The Catholic Foundation also partnered with Holy Redeemer Parish in Chatham to 
carry out a capital campaign to move forward with significant capital improvement 
projects to prepare the church for the future, including a new elevator, additional 
restrooms, an enlarged sanctuary, pew replacement, and a new parking lot entrance. 
The Catholic Foundation is pleased to share that the $1 million campaign goal has 
already been exceeded!

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL RAISES MORE THAN $4 MILLION

DiDioocese of cese of FFall all RRiveriver
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Healthcare Ministry to the Sick/Hospital Chaplaincy $625,000
Nursing Homes Pastoral Support $125,000

                                                                   Subtotal $750,000

Catholic Schools Support  $1,150,000

Support to Pastoral Ministries 

Community Action for Better Housing $50,000
Office for Religious $40,000
Permanent Diaconate $25,000
Spanish Apostolate $75,000
St. Mary’s Cathedral Support $120,000
Vocations Office and Support of Seminarians $375,000
Communications (includes support for the 
weekly TV Mass and The Anchor) $225,000
Secretariat for the New Evangelization 
(includes Faith Formation, Family Ministry, RCIA, 
Pro-Life Apostolate, and Campus Ministry) $500,000
Support for Parishes Exceeding Catholic Appeal Fundraising Goals $75,000

                                                                   Subtotal $1,485,000

Fundraising Costs $300,000

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS MADE OR ALLOCATED* $5,035,000

SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES: GRAND ANNUAL 
APPEALS AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGNS
In 2022, the Catholic Foundation provided full-service Grand Annual Appeal support 
to 11 parishes throughout our diocese, spanning from Cape Cod to North Easton and 
all points in between. These appeals raised a combined total of $530,000 for direct 
support to sustain the daily operations and sacred missions of these parishes. 

CFSEMA’s partnership with the Diocese of Fall River’s Catholic 
schools is wide and has invited great generosity aimed at 
investing in the people and programs that support high-
quality, faith-infused educational environments. Highlights  
include Bishop Stang High School’s $2.1 million GAME ON 
Campaign to renovate its Hugh Carney Stadium. The project’s 
hallmark was installing artificial turf supporting practice and 
play for hundreds of student athletes annually, and allowing 
for more school events and community-wide use. 

Donors in the Champions Circle—BayCoast Bank Charitable 
Foundation, Carney Family Charitable Foundation, and  
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ferreira—and more than 250 other 
individuals, corporations, and foundations have left a 
legacy for current and future Spartans and the wider 
community. CFSEMA has also served as a resource for stock 
gifts to Bishop Feehan High School’s $13 million Daring to 
Believe campaign.

At the elementary school level, The Flatley Foundation’s  
transformative award to “Empowering Tomorrow”— a 
multiyear initiative to strengthen further teaching and 
learning in grades K-8 — is providing diocesan-wide 
support. This award advances Bishop da Cunha’s call 
to “deliver on the promise of high quality 21st century 
education while remaining focused on the teachings of 
Jesus Christ in an ever more secular world” by investing in 
the schools’ leadership, structure, resources, and expertise. 

Together with the work that The Flatley Foundation has 
supported in mathematics and personalized learning, this 
comprehensive effort will result in a strengthened and 
more vibrant system of schools in which all children thrive 
and grow to meet their God-given potential. 

The Diocese of Fall River’s Catholic schools merge academic 
rigor with the moral foundation critical for personal growth 
and success. Challenging students to become the best 
versions of themselves is central to each school’s mission. 
Though over the decades technology and research have 
advanced instruction and altered the subjects taught, 
preparing students to live fulfilled lives connected to 
community remains at the core of Catholic education in the 
Diocese of Fall River.

Since the opening of the first school it has been the desire 
of the diocese to make our Catholic schools accessible to all 
families who wish to provide a Catholic education for their 
children. In 1991, the Diocese of Fall River established the 
St. Mary’s Education Fund. In 2015, the St. Mary’s Education 
Fund changed its name to the Foundation to Advance 
Catholic Education (FACE) which is now managed by  
the Catholic Foundation. 

FACE continues to strive to meet the challenges of serving 
our diverse populations, while addressing the increase in the 
demand for financial assistance for families wishing to send 
their children to the Catholic schools in the Diocese of Fall 
River. Currently 19 elementary schools grades K – 12 enroll 
more than 5,400 children. More than $1.2 million in tuition aid 
was awarded to over 1,000 students in the 2022-2023 school 
year alone, and over $20 million has been awarded since 1991.

In addition to securing major gifts and grants from 
loyal supporters such as the Carney Family Charitable 
Foundation, BayCoast Bank, Rockland Trust Bank & 
Charitable Foundation, and the Thomas A. Rodgers Jr. 
Family Foundation (to name a few) as well as being the 
recipient of bequests, four annual initiatives continue to 
provide important support for FACE. The Summer Gala,  
The Fall Scholarship Dinner, the Falmouth Road Race Numbers 
for Non-Profits, and a special second collection cumulatively 
raised more than $600,000. 

FACE supports children across the diocese — From New 
Bedford to South Yarmouth, Attleboro to Acushnet, Fall River 
to Mansfield, Hyannis to North Dartmouth, and Fairhaven 
to North Attleboro. Students in the Catholic Schools of the 
Diocese of Fall River are challenged to achieve their highest 
potential, and are called to grow in faith and academic 
excellence as our future changemakers and global citizens. 
Visit www.FACE-dfr.org to learn more.

* Other sources of revenue for the Diocese of Fall River must cover the difference 
between the Catholic Appeal dollars raised and total disbursements made or 
allocated ($735,000 in fiscal year 2023). 

  These are projected disbursements to be made over the course of the fiscal year 
  which runs from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023.

TEAM PHILANTHROPY SUPPORTS OUR SCHOOLS FOUNDATION TO ADVANCE CATHOLIC EDUCATION

The 2022 FACE Fall Dinner’s Guest 
Speaker was New England Patriots 
3X Super Bowl champion and 
team captain Devin McCourty 
(pictured here with students and 
Bishop da Cunha). Devin spoke 
about his faith and the role that 
Catholic education played in his 
life at White’s of Westport, where 
more than 400 people gathered in 
celebration of Catholic education.

The Catholic Foundation also partnered with Holy Redeemer Parish in Chatham to 
carry out a capital campaign to move forward with significant capital improvement 
projects to prepare the church for the future, including a new elevator, additional 
restrooms, an enlarged sanctuary, pew replacement, and a new parking lot entrance. 
The Catholic Foundation is pleased to share that the $1 million campaign goal has 
already been exceeded!

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL RAISES MORE THAN $4 MILLION
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DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER  
BY THE NUMBERS*

Diocesan Priests  
(Active and Retired) 115

Religious Priests 65

Religious Sisters 85

Permanent Deacons 76

Number of Parishes 70

Homes for the Aged 5  
(Total population  
assisted: 962)

Special Centers for  
Social Services 16 
(Total population  
assisted: 35,325)

Seminarians 11

Elementary Schools 15

High Schools 4

Total Students Under  
Catholic Instruction 19,248

Total Baptisms (Infants,  
Minors, and Adults) 1,789

First Communions 1,708

Confirmations 1,933

Total Marriages 510

Deaths 3,055

Total Number  
of Catholics 260,498  
(30.4% of the region’s  
total population)

* Source:  
The Official Catholic Directory 2022,  
Published by  P.J. Kenedy & Sons
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Diocese of Fall River
450 Highland Avenue
Fall River, MA 02720

Diocese of Fall River

2022 
IMPACT REPORT

Lumen Christi Cathedral Gala
June 7, 2023 
White’s of Westport
Westport, MA

FACE Summer Gala
August 17, 2023
Wianno Club
Osterville, MA

FACE Fall Scholarship Dinner
November 2023
White’s of Westport
Westport, MA

UPCOMING EVENTS

As we look ahead, we have much for which to be grateful, beginning a new year in faith and 
service to the Diocese of Fall River and its many life-changing ministries. We are thankful for 
you, our donors, who continue to make our work possible by supporting our parishes, social 
services, seminarians, and schools as well as our evangelization, pastoral care to the sick, 
respect life and family ministries, youth programs—and more. We are grateful to our pastors 
and other religious and our lay staff, as well as advisory and board members across our diocese 
for their service and dedication.

The Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts (CFSEMA) was founded in 2018 to be 
of service: “To invite great generosity, safeguard all gifts entrusted to our care and enable our 
parishes, schools and ministries to advance the mission of our Church, throughout the Diocese 
of Fall River.” Since then, the Foundation has helped to raise nearly $35 million in support of the 

diocese and its ministries. We are both grateful and proud to share with you some of what has been accomplished this past year. From 
the Catholic Appeal to the Anima Christi Legacy Society, from the Catholic schools to the Lumen Christi Cathedral Gala, and from the 
Secretariat of the New Evangelization to Catholic Charities, thanks to the generosity of so many we have strengthened so much. 

Grounded in faith and propelled by God’s love to help one another and to strengthen our Church today and tomorrow, we invite you to 
reflect upon the good work we have done together and to join us on our journey forward this year. 

Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D. 
Bishop of Fall River

Miriam Finn Sherman
Chief Executive Officer 
The Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts  

Dear Dear ffriends,riends,

The first stones of our Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption in Fall River were laid almost 120 
years ago in 1904. St. Mary’s is the Mother Church of our diocese. The Cathedral is the seat of 
our Bishop, the spiritual home for our diocesan liturgies, and so much has been celebrated and 
memorialized within the Cathedral’s walls. Keeping up with the care of this grand structure 
requires ongoing maintenance and resources. Given the Cathedral’s age, many repair and 
renovation projects are critical – including work needed on the roof, the bell tower, and the 
stained-glass windows. 

Last year, more than 200 guests were part of the inaugural Lumen Christi Cathedral Gala which 
raised over $225,000 in support to help us shine the light on our beloved Cathedral for years 
to come! This annual event is an opportunity for parishioners throughout the diocese to come 
together to help ensure a bright future for our Cathedral. Visit www.catholicfoundationsema.
org/cathedral-gala to learn more about the Cathedral’s rich history and how you can help.

Thanks to an anonymous donor, a new Media Studio is 
helping the diocese to join in the National Eucharistic 
Revival, meant to both form Catholics in the Church’s 
teachings and equip them with the skill sets to evangelize 
others on the Eucharist. The Studio’s work includes the 
creation of three asynchronous courses for the formation 

of leaders and laity for the National Eucharistic Revival. 
Moving forward, the Media Studio’s resources will 
continue to produce original content for formation 
and evangelization efforts—critically important to the 
diocese’s efforts to growing and sustaining Catholics in 
Southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the Islands. 

If you could make just one gift that would continue to benefit 
your parish or a specific ministry each year for many years to 
come – would you do it?

When you endow your gift, you are instructing that your 
donation be invested on your behalf, to generate earnings from 
your donation this year and for every year to come – benefitting 
your parish or selected ministry forever! Permanently-endowed 
donations are wisely invested for maximum total return. That 
growth translates to improved financial sustainability for our 
Catholic parishes and ministries in the Diocese of Fall River. 

The Dawley Seminarian Endowed Fund at the Catholic 
Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts is a wonderful 
example. Prior to his passing in 2022, the late Mr. Jack Dawley 
established this special fund to assist with the costs of 

seminarian education. The fund is permanently restricted and 
will remain in perpetuity to ensure that Mr. Dawley’s legacy and 
commitment to supporting and educating seminarians in the 
Diocese of Fall River continues for generations to come. 

To learn more about making a gift today to establish an 
endowment with the Catholic Foundation of Southeastern 
Massachusetts, please email Mim Sherman at msherman@
catholicfoundationsema.org. 

TAX EFFICIENT WAYS TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT! 
Stock donations can be more beneficial than donating 
cash, due to the tax advantages that may be associated with 
transferring appreciated stocks to a charitable organization 
such as the Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts. 
Your stock donation can benefit your parish, school, the 
Catholic Appeal or other ministry in the Diocese of Fall River. 
To learn more, visit: www.catholicfoundationsema.org/gifts-
of-stock. 

If you are 70½ years old or older, you can take advantage of 
donations through your IRA to benefit the Catholic community 
in the Diocese of Fall River through the Catholic Foundation 
of Southeastern Massachusetts, and receive tax benefits in  
return. To learn more, visit: www.catholicfoundationsema.
org/charitable-ira.

The Catholic Foundation Board of Directors 
Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D. 

Co-Chairs
Patrick Carney
Nicholas M. Christ

Members
George Agostini
Rev. Marcel Bouchard
Joseph Ciffolillo, Honorary Member
Richard Lafrance
Chris and Bob Long
Maryellen Sullivan Hughes

Chief Executive Officer
Miriam Finn Sherman

The Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts Team
Miriam “Mim” Finn Sherman, CEO: msherman@catholicfoundationsema.org

Christina Duggan, Vice President of Operations: cduggan@catholicfoundationsema.org

Shawna Erickson Florio, Director of Major Gifts and Grants: serickson@catholicfoundationsema.org

Rebecca Hancock, Director of Annual Giving and Stewardship: rhancock@catholicfoundationsema.org

Noelle Preston, Executive Assistant: npreston@catholicfoundationsema.org

Jane Robin, Development Associate: jrobin@catholicfoundationsema.org

James Russell, Senior Director of Philanthropy: jrussell@catholicfoundationsema.org

MAIN PHONE NUMBER: 508-675-1311

CATHOLIC CHARITIES: ANCHORING HOPE THROUGH SERVICE

THE SECRETARIAT FOR THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

For 40,000 individuals last year, Catholic Charities of  
the Diocese of Fall River (formerly Catholic Social Services) 
was an anchor of service, hope and faith thanks to  
donors whose generosity supported basic and emergency 
services. Gifts from individuals, major donors, corporations, 
foundations, and parishes helped to sustain initiatives 
critical to serving the poor, the working poor, and others 
in need of assistance across the diocese. 

Yawkey Foundation, the Robert F. Stoico/FIRSTFED 
Foundation, the Mabel Louise Riley Foundation, and 
District Attorney Thomas Quinn were among those 
donors responding to the call to help nourish New Bedford 
through the work of the Solanus Casey Food Pantry and 
the Sister Rose Meal Center. 

The George and Marie Chabot Foundation, a supporter 
not only of the Catholic Appeal, but also of an instructional 
technology project at St. Clare’s House on Cape Cod for 
formerly incarcerated women, issued a $120,000 challenge 
grant to support St. Joseph’s House Shelter in Hyannis. 
Funds, including from the Arethusa Charitable Fund of 
The Cape Cod Foundation, will help to strengthen St. 
Joseph’s House services, improving the program’s staffing, 
equipment, and furnishings; as well as supporting the 
program’s operations.

Catholic Charities’ ministries are a living testament for all 
that “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure” (Hebrews 6:19).

THE ANIMA CHRISTI SOCIETY 

THE LUMEN CHRISTI GALA: HELPING SUSTAIN OUR BELOVED CATHEDRAL 

ENDOW TODAY FOR THE FUTURE

Meaning “Soul of Christ,” the Anima Christi Society was established to honor individuals and families 
who have made a planned gift in their will or estate plan to the Catholic Foundation, for any of its 
funds, a parish, a Catholic school, a Catholic organization, or the Diocese of Fall River.

Planned gifts play a vital role in the Foundation’s ability to increase its support of the people within 
the Diocese of Fall River for years to come. The Catholic Foundation serves as a resource for anyone 
interested in learning more about making a planned gift. We hope that you will consider becoming a 
member of this special circle of friends whose faith, devotion, and service to the Diocese of Fall River 
and its life-changing ministries will be part of their lasting legacy.

There are many ways to make a planned gift! Please contact us so that we can assist you through every step of the process.  
To learn more, visit: www.catholicfoundationsema.org/anima-christi-legacy-society

Contributions to the Secretariat for the New Evangelization 
have supported significant initiatives drawing hundreds 
of the faithful to gather for formation, networking, 
prayer, Mass, Eucharistic Procession, Adoration, Rosary, 
Confession and Veneration. 

Thanks to the generosity of Jeffrey Cappo, President 
of Victory Automotive Group, the Diocese’s National 
Eucharistic Revival, Catholic Youth Day, and Parish Leader 
Convocation events were made possible. They featured 
diocesan and nationally known speakers as well as food, 
fun and fellowship.

Visit the Catholic 
Foundation website!
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Stock donations can be more beneficial than donating 
cash, due to the tax advantages that may be associated with 
transferring appreciated stocks to a charitable organization 
such as the Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts. 
Your stock donation can benefit your parish, school, the 
Catholic Appeal or other ministry in the Diocese of Fall River. 
To learn more, visit: www.catholicfoundationsema.org/gifts-
of-stock. 

If you are 70½ years old or older, you can take advantage of 
donations through your IRA to benefit the Catholic community 
in the Diocese of Fall River through the Catholic Foundation 
of Southeastern Massachusetts, and receive tax benefits in  
return. To learn more, visit: www.catholicfoundationsema.
org/charitable-ira.

The Catholic Foundation Board of Directors 
Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D. 

Co-Chairs
Patrick Carney
Nicholas M. Christ

Members
George Agostini
Rev. Marcel Bouchard
Joseph Ciffolillo, Honorary Member
Richard Lafrance
Chris and Bob Long
Maryellen Sullivan Hughes

Chief Executive Officer
Miriam Finn Sherman

The Catholic Foundation of Southeastern Massachusetts Team
Miriam “Mim” Finn Sherman, CEO: msherman@catholicfoundationsema.org

Christina Duggan, Vice President of Operations: cduggan@catholicfoundationsema.org

Shawna Erickson Florio, Director of Major Gifts and Grants: serickson@catholicfoundationsema.org

Rebecca Hancock, Director of Annual Giving and Stewardship: rhancock@catholicfoundationsema.org

Noelle Preston, Executive Assistant: npreston@catholicfoundationsema.org

Jane Robin, Development Associate: jrobin@catholicfoundationsema.org

James Russell, Senior Director of Philanthropy: jrussell@catholicfoundationsema.org

MAIN PHONE NUMBER: 508-675-1311

CATHOLIC CHARITIES: ANCHORING HOPE THROUGH SERVICE

THE SECRETARIAT FOR THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

For 40,000 individuals last year, Catholic Charities of  
the Diocese of Fall River (formerly Catholic Social Services) 
was an anchor of service, hope and faith thanks to  
donors whose generosity supported basic and emergency 
services. Gifts from individuals, major donors, corporations, 
foundations, and parishes helped to sustain initiatives 
critical to serving the poor, the working poor, and others 
in need of assistance across the diocese. 

Yawkey Foundation, the Robert F. Stoico/FIRSTFED 
Foundation, the Mabel Louise Riley Foundation, and 
District Attorney Thomas Quinn were among those 
donors responding to the call to help nourish New Bedford 
through the work of the Solanus Casey Food Pantry and 
the Sister Rose Meal Center. 

The George and Marie Chabot Foundation, a supporter 
not only of the Catholic Appeal, but also of an instructional 
technology project at St. Clare’s House on Cape Cod for 
formerly incarcerated women, issued a $120,000 challenge 
grant to support St. Joseph’s House Shelter in Hyannis. 
Funds, including from the Arethusa Charitable Fund of 
The Cape Cod Foundation, will help to strengthen St. 
Joseph’s House services, improving the program’s staffing, 
equipment, and furnishings; as well as supporting the 
program’s operations.

Catholic Charities’ ministries are a living testament for all 
that “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure” (Hebrews 6:19).

THE ANIMA CHRISTI SOCIETY 

THE LUMEN CHRISTI GALA: HELPING SUSTAIN OUR BELOVED CATHEDRAL 

ENDOW TODAY FOR THE FUTURE

Meaning “Soul of Christ,” the Anima Christi Society was established to honor individuals and families 
who have made a planned gift in their will or estate plan to the Catholic Foundation, for any of its 
funds, a parish, a Catholic school, a Catholic organization, or the Diocese of Fall River.

Planned gifts play a vital role in the Foundation’s ability to increase its support of the people within 
the Diocese of Fall River for years to come. The Catholic Foundation serves as a resource for anyone 
interested in learning more about making a planned gift. We hope that you will consider becoming a 
member of this special circle of friends whose faith, devotion, and service to the Diocese of Fall River 
and its life-changing ministries will be part of their lasting legacy.

There are many ways to make a planned gift! Please contact us so that we can assist you through every step of the process.  
To learn more, visit: www.catholicfoundationsema.org/anima-christi-legacy-society

Contributions to the Secretariat for the New Evangelization 
have supported significant initiatives drawing hundreds 
of the faithful to gather for formation, networking, 
prayer, Mass, Eucharistic Procession, Adoration, Rosary, 
Confession and Veneration. 

Thanks to the generosity of Jeffrey Cappo, President 
of Victory Automotive Group, the Diocese’s National 
Eucharistic Revival, Catholic Youth Day, and Parish Leader 
Convocation events were made possible. They featured 
diocesan and nationally known speakers as well as food, 
fun and fellowship.

Visit the Catholic 
Foundation website!



FACE Summer Gala
August 17, 2023
Wianno Club
Osterville, MA

Lumen Christi Cathedral Gala
June 7, 2023 
White’s of Westport
Westport, MA

FACE Fall Scholarship Dinner
November 2023
White’s of Westport
Westport, MA

UPCOMING EVENTS




